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● We are an independent charity that combines 
deep education knowhow with The Economist’s 
journalistic expertise.

● We enable children aged 10 to 16 to join inspiring 
discussions about the news, which teach them to 
think critically, communicate effectively and 
understand global issues. 

● They build essential knowledge and skills for 
thriving in our changing world.

Who we are



● In an era of unprecedented global change and 
digital transformation, equipping young people with 
the skills to navigate, understand and critically 
engage with news and current affairs has become 
vital to their future success.

● Our mission is increasingly urgent. Our vision is to 
reach a million children by 2026, with 100,000 of 
these having weekly news discussions and seeing 
transformative impact.

Why now?



Why now?

85% 
OF PEOPLE

are worried by the 
impact of disinformation

(UNESCO)

1%
OF TEACHERS

feel well-equipped to teach 
political topics

(THE MISSING LINK)

4/10
PEOPLE

avoid the news. Only ½ of adults 
in this country voted at the 2024 
UK general election, the lowest 
share of the population to vote 

since universal suffrage. 
(REUTERS, INSTITUTE OF 

PUBLIC POLICY)



Topical Talk



Top Tip #1 

Make information accessible

• Start from where your students are at
• Explore key vocabulary
• Use stories and analogies
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Top Tip #1 

In the world there are some 
resources that are scarce, meaning 
there isn’t enough for everyone who 
wants or needs it. The shortage of 
resources forces people to make 
choices about how these resources 
are used and who gets to use them.

Can you guess the world’s most 
scarce resources?
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Make information accessible

• Start from where your students are at
• Explore key vocabulary
• Use stories and analogies



Top Tip #2 

Promote critical thinking

• Pose the problem and change the parameters
• Getting stuck is good
• Encourage negotiation and decision-making
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Top Tip #3 

Explore different perspectives

• Present a range of perspectives
• Who, not you
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Topical Talk teachers 

24

Teacher, United States
I just had the best time teaching 
the first lesson of Topical Talk. 
This is the first one that I have 
attempted. The kids loved it! 
They left so excited. It is not often 
that I go home feeling like TODAY 
was one of the best days in my 
teaching career. Today is one of 
those days!

Teacher, Australia
Topical Talk Headlines 
raise the bar for having 
tough, important 
conversations and giving 
the kids agency in where 
the discussion goes.
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