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Saw the need to improve tolerance within our school community
Develop pupil’s voice
Gives children platform to express their opinion
Teaches children to agree/disagree respectfully and appropriately

Why Debating in our setting?  



All children develop the skills of debating and have access to some 
form of debating  within our curriculum (anchor tasks in different 
lessons, comic strips in science, No Outsiders assemblies)

These skills are honed and enhanced in upper KS2 – Y5 oracy specific 
debating outcome linked to their topic 

Y5/6 debate club (lunchtime)

Skills should be taught not caught

 

How did we set up debating in our school?  













Impact

Improve tolerance and mutual respect (bullying incidents there were 10 in 
2018/19, 4 last year and 0 so far this year).

Develop children’s voice and how they perceive themselves.

Increase in active participation

43% of children are FSM – removes barriers/scaffolds - providing them 
with opportunities they wouldn’t otherwise experience – talking to a 
different range of contexts and audiences

We have reached the national finals of the Noisy Classroom Cicero Cup for 
the past 2 years. 



Top tips for setting up a debate club:

• Practise debating games which hone children’s debating skills (rebuttal 
tennis, couldn’t disagree more, hat tennis)

• Get children to watch a debate and unpick it for themselves – link to talk 
detectives

• Give children a scaffold and clear format for their debate – make sure 
children are clear about the rules of debating

• Give children plenty of practise in running full debates and developing 
their points

• Allow children time to think about points for both sides of the argument 
before giving them a side (helps with rebuttal and POI)

• When judging a debate, allow space for children to share their feelings on 
what went well and their own next steps.



Format for the debate:

Chairperson and timekeeper

Speaker 1 for proposition
Speaker 1 for opposition

Speaker 2 for proposition
Speaker 2 for opposition

Questions from the floor – your turn to be involved!

Speaker 3 for opposition
Speaker 3 for proposition

Look out for Points Of Information and rebuttal! 



Questions 

c.mullard@greenmeadow.excelsiormat.org
Voice 21 Open Morning on Thursday 13th November 
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