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Welcome and Context:
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Our Rationale:

The Storytelling Experiment: What happened when we put Oracy first?

To what extent does a six-week oral 
storytelling intervention improve written 
narrative outcomes among Year 3 
students in a high – deprivation setting?



Storytelling: The intervention
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Storytelling: The intervention

Tools we used: 

• Interactive story dice

• Shakers

• Sentence stems

• Boxing Clever Framework
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www.davebirss.com/storydice



Sentence Starters: 

- Just at that moment,

- A little while later,

- With a heavy heart,
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Start a story

Build a story 
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Storytelling: The intervention

Our Data Collection: 

• Quantitative: No More Marking, teacher assessments

• Qualitative: Filmed case studies, student voice
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Storytelling: Key Findings

• Focus group showed 

accelerated NMM position 

gain: +6 places in ranking

• Storytelling score increase: +22 

points
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Storytelling: Key Findings

• PP pupils gained 3.8 NMM positions vs 0.6 for non-PP

• SEND pupils showed 7.8% storytelling growth Vs non-SEND 6.3%

• Richer character development and improved cohesion

• Confidence and Engagement – increased storytelling length and 

complexity

• Improved body language and willingness to take creative risks
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Storytelling: Examples 
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Storytelling: Implications

What worked:

• Structured oral rehearsal builds narrative fluency

• Play – based tools foster engagement and creativity

• Prioritising story-telling through an element of risk-taking and trust

• On-going impact
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Storytelling: Vision

• Vertical scaling across all year groups

• A school wide storytelling curriculum

Year 3 – Establish story structures

Year 4 – Tangled tales

Year 5 – Dual Perspective

Year 6 - Flashbacks
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