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• Purpose- raise aspirations for disadvantaged pupils
• 680 children on roll
• 75% EAL
• 26 languages spoken

Background of Parkfield





























Key principles of our curriculum:

• Our curriculum aims to produce articulate, confident, well-rounded 
individuals, who show tolerance and respect for other’s beliefs and 
values.

• It instils the requisite knowledge, skills and cultural capital, in our 
pupils, so they can question and engage with the world; to express 
their personal opinions and to achieve their potential in the next 
stage of their education.

• It is a broad and balanced curriculum with the needs and aspirations 
of our community at its heart.

Curriculum Design









• ‘Disciplinary oracy’ is the recognition that what it means to use oracy 
skills effectively varies between disciplines (Moorghen, 2023). The oracy 
skills we use, teach and value in the science classroom differ to those 
used, taught and valued in the history classroom (Moorghen, 2025)

• Disciplinary oracy is inextricably linked with students’ sense of 
confidence and agency over their academic performance. It makes 
explicit, through talk, the logics of the discipline. As a result, students 
are better able to evaluate their own performance, and less reliant on 
external validation. In their words: “It helps me understand what to do 
and how to learn without being stuck” (Year 5 student) (Moorghen, 2025)



What is unique about your subject 
discipline in terms of reading, writing, 

speaking and listening? What is 
common with other subject disciplines? 

How do members of this subject 
discipline use language on a daily 

basis? 

Are there any typical literacy 
misconceptions held by students, for 

example, how to write an effective 
science report? 

Are there words and phrases used 
typically, or uniquely, in the subject 

discipline?

(EEF, 2021)

Talk task
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Art Critical thinking, exploring ideas, evaluation and analysis

Computing Analyse problems and evaluate

DT Critique, evaluate, understand and apply principles

Geography Collect, analyse and communicate data, interpret sources, communicate information

History Understanding of abstract terms, use concepts to make connections, draw contrasts, 
analyse trends, frame questions and create accounts, use evidence to make claims, discern 
how contrasting interpretations & arguments have been made

Maths Reason mathematically, vocabulary, justification, argument, proof, presenting thinking

Music Review & evaluate, explore creation, production and communication

Science Rational explanation, prediction & analysis, vocabulary, presenting thinking

PE Engage in healthy competition

RE Provoke challenging questions, explore beliefs, examine issues, build sense of identity and 
belonging, develop respect for others.

Oracy in the National Curriculum













E
Engineering Habits of Mind

Systems thinking
Seeing whole systems and parts and how they connect, 
pattern-sniffing, recognising interdependencies, synthesising
Problem-finding
Clarifying needs, checking existing solutions, investigating contexts, 
verifying
Visualising
Being able to move from abstract to concrete, manipulating materials, 
mental rehearsal of physical space and of practical design solutions
Improving
Restlessly trying to make things better by experimenting, designing, 
sketching, guessing, conjecturing, thought-experimenting, prototyping
Creative Problem-solving
Applying techniques from different traditions, generating ideas and 
solutions with others, generous but rigorous critiquing, seeing 
engineering as a ‘team sport’
Adaptability
Testing, analysing, rejecting, rethinking, changing both in a physical 
sense and mentally

Adapted from The Royal Academy of Engineering, 2014
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S
Science Habits of Mind

Open-mindedness
Being receptive to new ideas, prepared to consider the possibility that 
something is true and willing to change ideas in the light of evidence.
Scepticism
Using critical questioning, adopting a critical appraisal approach, only 
according provisional status to claims until proven otherwise.
Rationality
Appealing to good reason and logical arguments as well as a need to 
revise arguments in the light of evidence and argument.
Objectivity
Adhering to accepted modes of inquiry in different disciplines and 
recognising the need to reduce the idiosyncratic contributions of the 
investigator to a minimum and always look for peer scrutiny and 
replication of findings.
Mistrust of arguments from authority
Treating arguments sceptically irrespective of the status of the originator.
Suspension of belief
Not making immediate judgements if evidence is insufficient.
Curiosity
Demonstrating a desire to learn, inquisitiveness and a passion for 
discovery.

Finding out about 
the world around 

us.
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Adapted from Calik and Coll, 2012
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• Disciplinary oracy is vital to embed children’s disciplinary skills across 
the curriculum. 

• Work to embed disciplinary skills must go beyond the surface level: 
children must understand the characteristics of different disciplines, not 
just use sentence stems. 

• Children and staff must have a solid understanding of habits of mind 
and how these overlap across disciplines to have a truly cohesive 
curriculum. 

• Curriculum documents must reflect progression of disciplinary skills, as 
well as habits of mind.

Summary



Future of Disciplinary Oracy


