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Introductions - an experiment

Get into pairs or small groups

Label yourselves A, B, C etc.

Take turns to introduce 
yourself starting with A.

 
Use the sentence stems:

Hi my name is…
I work for…

Today I’ve seen…

Listeners, use the 
following talk tactics and 

sentence stems to find out 
more.

 

What did you find 
most interesting 
about..?

I also saw…and I 
thought…



Describe the characteristics of effective scaffolding 
in 3 words.

What 3 words?



“What the notion of scaffolding offers…is a 
way of conceptualising the process whereby 
one person facilitates the progress of another 

person, thereby reducing the scope for 
failure.”

Maybin et. al., 1992, p. 188

What is scaffolding?



What scaffolds for oracy do you use in your school?

Scaffolds for oracy



Scaffolds for oracy

What is the 
intent of Talk 
Tactics and 
sentence 
stems?



Scaffolds for oracy

“[Sentence starters] can get in the way, blocking 
thought processes [...] and making students 

sound stilted and inauthentic”

McCallum, 2024



Inside Oracy Education

What have we learnt as part of 
our research project 
Inside Oracy Education?



Scaffolding oracy

https://vimeo.com/869477542/11d8483d36?share=copy&turnstile=0.-8Kl75M5hUwuybafcngkffMipnDfCj6rSw5w6BuTXFFMFjiYaRWTrsQdzeVNBT8vZnHr2N493RHkYRunX3piBWTnQAg2nAnfLES1u_u0dQCVi-SqL_Tg67AD8WV8bA7RGZHTpH3DaeZfJXxVqHVWFtgUAoT63cmJnNtubVz6BoA6BANeKqHkyRM9Uwrh6-pbHO18xvrbASH_ItOq7TEawNmhPnpBkZDVJB4f8nKqllmK4wwim52aKwN577nBACOno1DY9ETjWBClnDZGY9awc3tc5SLloshUNyOlhrlKgRSSAlKwtK9yiQM5zdzjfZ1P5NSzCLy6P_VQKrW5fRCIaYO7M7ViwAHyK4WYFmSiKTvRe_mtfFWuzgOXELsDQiLicxU2OcIf6Z1nzx-sA2CmZo78OYQthfkN35xJ4vKw1Gn1W0GO_kLdIMYXF4A-mFB75LpZpqemTlwndOAoRACA-2K375ThWvhDUdeX4lhkMZiowOcKs64-VjQgvu2eqixEbowrwnZx_cxhmiffkG7E86m774G1EX7dh7nltAwDndCNP8NxVWr8lFGLR-CSiQbQjhBkSqgX_-dp1YfNx-wZuaw8UdcI4HQBt_UBC3FYL6YGVOUf17vdYWwC1f4BWDwxigyQV7Cj3flw1E74b49_x1q-RLeQNSp1bqu2becUfk5K81Nl4UFA-r6FoCg_eC6eJrnvdEt-GzRMr2lCMeu7C5hb_bpVbcWGM2lPEiX1TM2sMh9PYe2pFkNU8k1DGGdCu55hho9w_bnHComnadRvZ3t761jnZ58wM8EjTBOf40N77ZgiYiHD89zHUxEwL3buty9L04rTq_enGpiHWCkm7Ye7nR8kKJnDgFfcJ18-IHaE1wWvV1yWgR_9nnjRmwfu.knSdP6TlKbXaXX-1lUmdlA.ae06404c28c44a3e6cf871ee6ab0845bae0ada49e4e1440d7a8442a93b57b505


Scaffolding oracy in your school for oracy

How might you 
develop the use of 
scaffolding for oracy in 
your school?



Final word

“Where scaffolding scholars emphasise reducing 
degrees of freedom, dialogic teaching scholars stress 

the opening of a space of possibilities. 

In our view, both need to happen - just like breathing 
in and breathing out. In this respect, scaffolding and 

dialogic teaching processes could be 
complementary.”

Bekker et. al., 2015, p. 1062 


