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Where has this 

come from?

Why did I trial it?

Oracy Assemblies: In Action



Building Blocks to an Oracy Assembly

● Rules for talk- especially effective listening

● Sentence stems

● Pupils exposed to varied groupings

● Oracy detectives

Why did I trial this in school?



● How will you choose to organise this and will it scale up?

● What will your timings look like and how will you plan this?

● What staffing requirements will suit you and support the 

children?

● Do you have interesting stimuli to hook and enthuse the children?

● How will you pull children’s attention?

● Will you use oracy detectives and what will their role be?

Logistics to consider



A Department for Education (DfE) 
spokesperson told BBC News the tests were 

"designed to be challenging".

The government had previously said it worked 
to ensure that "all tests are appropriate".

But asked for further comment on the English 
reading paper, the DfE added that Sats had to 

be tough "in order to measure attainment 
across the ability range, including stretching 

the most able children".

SATS reading paper: The tests were "designed to be challenging".

I think…

I agree…
I disagree…



SATS reading paper: The tests were "designed to be challenging".

I think…

I agree…
I disagree…

The government's Standards and Testing 
Agency says the purposes of Sats tests are 
to:
● help measure pupils' progress
● identify if they need any extra help in 

certain areas
● assess schools' performances
● produce national performance data.

Last year, 59% of Year 6 pupils met the 
expected levels in reading, writing and maths 
- down from 65% in 2019.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1153918/Information_for_parents_-_2023_national_curriculum_tests_at_the_end_of_key_stages_1_and_2.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-61980677
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-61980677


Oracy Guidelines



Listening Ladder/Discussion Guidelines



Our focus for today:

★ Asking appropriate questions

★ Responding appropriately 

Oracy Detectives



Oracy Assemblies: In Action

1 2 3 4 6

Do you 
think…

I agree 
with…

I disagree 
with…

After hearing 
your ideas I now 
think…



Oracy Assemblies: In Action

This morning I used 
a tap to…

Who would like to 
start?

I use water for…



Oracy Assemblies: In Action

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lmBp2-t38Mw


Oracy Assemblies: In Action

I see…

Who would 
like to begin?

X__ makes 
me think…

To build on your 
point X I think…



This is not important to me, we have enough water.
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Has anyone 
considered…?

Who would like to 
begin?

I wonder if…

To challenge you X I 
think…



This is not important to me, we have enough water.

Oracy Assemblies: In Action

I agree with…

If…

To help…

I respectfully 
disagree with…



Article 24 - 

Health, water, food, environment

Children have the right to the best health care 

possible, clean water to drink, healthy food 

and a clean and safe environment to live in. All 

adults and children should have information 

about how to stay safe and healthy.

Rights of the Child



Structure of an assembly

○ Relatable talking point to enter the assembly and discuss

○ Establish behaviour rules, expectations, protocols and recap guidelines

○ Introduce subject matter

○ Build upon subject matter

○ Give further detail/context/opinions

○ Contentious talking Point

○ End with a link to school vales, rights of the child or relevant school curriculum area

○ Oracy detective praise

○ CLOSE- Expectations, structure!

Oracy Assemblies: In Action



“This sounds great but we 

have stretched timetables 

and an enormous 

curriculum to deliver!”

Impact



“This looks and sounds 

lovely with a group of adults 

in a conference centre…but I 

work in a three form entry 

school with a small hall.” 

(Someone in here is thinking this!!)

Challenge
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